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Memorandum 
Date:  March 17, 2020  

Subject:  INFORMATION: Audit Announcement | FRA’s Oversight of Federal 
Funding to Amtrak | Project No. 20S3004S000  
Federal Railroad Administration 

From:  David Pouliott   
Assistant Inspector General for Surface Transportation Audits 

To:  Federal Railroad Administrator  

Since fiscal year 2017, Congress has appropriated nearly $7.4 billion to the 
Department of Transportation for the National Railroad Passenger 
Corporation (Amtrak), including $2 billion for fiscal year 2020. Amtrak has 
a unique role in and importance to the national passenger transportation 
network. For example, Amtrak’s Northeast Corridor (NEC) between Boston 
and Washington, D.C. carried an average of 33,215 riders a day in 2018. 
Since 2003, the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) has had an 
expanding role overseeing Amtrak’s use of these funds for capital 
investments, operating expenditures, and debt service. FRA administers 
the funding through two annual cooperative agreements—one that 
covers the NEC and another that covers Amtrak’s national network.  

Congress has authorized FRA to use approximately $37 million between 
fiscal years 2017 and 2020 to fund its management and oversight 
activities related to Amtrak funds provided. In light of the significant 
annual Federal investment in Amtrak and FRA’s oversight role, we are 
initiating this audit. Our audit objective is to assess the effectiveness of 
FRA’s oversight of Federal funding to Amtrak.  

We plan to begin this audit in March 2020, and will contact your audit 
liaison to schedule an entrance conference. The audit will take place at 
FRA Headquarters in Washington, DC, and other locations. If you have any 
questions or require additional information, please contact me at 
(202) 366-5630, Tony Wysocki, Program Director, at (202) 493-0223. 

cc: DOT Audit Liaison, M-1 
FRA Audit Liaison, ROA-2 
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