
 

  

Memorandum 
Date:  February 11, 2021  

Subject:  INFORMATION: Audit Announcement | DOT’s Compliance with the Digital 
Accountability and Transparency Act | Project No. 21F3009F000 |  

 Department of Transportation 
 

From:  Louis C. King   
Assistant Inspector General for Financial Audits 
 

To:  Victoria Wassmer, Deputy Assistant Secretary for Finance and Budget 

The Digital Accountability and Transparency Act of 20141 (DATA Act) requires the 
establishment of governmentwide data standards for financial data such as 
Federal agency expenditures, contracts, loans, and grant programs. These 
standards are intended to make it easier for taxpayers and policy makers to 
review and track Federal spending activity with accessible, consistent, reliable, 
and searchable data. 

The DATA Act also requires inspectors general to assess the completeness, 
accuracy, timeliness and quality of the data submitted by agencies and their 
implementation and use of the data standards. Accordingly, we are initiating this 
audit to assess (1) the completeness, accuracy, timeliness, and quality of financial 
and award data submitted for publication on USASpending.gov and (2) the 
Department’s implementation and use of the governmentwide financial data 
standards established by the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) and the 
Department of Treasury. We have engaged KPMG, LLP, an independent public 
accounting firm, to conduct this audit subject to our oversight. 

KPMG will begin its work in the coming weeks and will reach out to the 
Department to schedule an entrance conference. If you have any questions or 
need additional information, please contact me at (202) 329-0694.  

cc: Chief Information Officer, DOT 
 Chief Financial Officer, Federal Aviation Administration 
 Chief Information Officer, Federal Aviation Administration 
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Chief Financial Officer, Federal Highway Administration 
Chief Information Officer, Federal Highway Administration 
Chief Financial Officer, Federal Transit Administration 
Chief Information Officer, Federal Transit Administration 
Chief Financial Officer, Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration 
Chief Financial Officer, Federal Railroad Administration 
Chief Financial Officer, National Highway Traffic Safety Administration 
Chief Financial Officer, Maritime Administration 
Chief Financial Officer, Research and Innovative Technology     
  Administration 
Chief Financial Officer, Office of Inspector General 
Chief Information Officer, Office of Inspector General 
Chief Financial Officer, Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety     
  Administration 
Director of Finance and Administration, St. Lawrence Seaway     
  Development Corporation 
DOT Audit Liaison, M-1 
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