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Geospatial data describe locations of objects, events, or phenomena as well as
other characteristics. For example, they can identify the location of a specific
address or an earthquake. They are generally represented in vector datasets by
points, lines, polygons, or other complex geographic features.
In October 2018, Congress passed the Geospatial Data Act 1 (act) to codify the
committees, processes, and tools used to develop and manage the National
Spatial Data Infrastructure. The act reflects the recognition of the importance of
geospatial data and technology. The act also requires inspectors general of
covered agencies 2 such as the Department of Transportation to report to
Congress at least once every 2 years on their agencies’ collection, production,
acquisition, maintenance, distribution, use, and preservation of geospatial data.
This year’s report is due by October 4, 2020.
Our audit objective will be to evaluate DOT’s implementation of the requirements
outlined in the act. Specifically, we will evaluate DOT’s compliance with (1) the
standards for geospatial data, including metadata for geospatial data established
by the act’s section 757; (2) the requirements of the act’s section 759(a); and (3)
the limitations of the use of Federal funds under the act’s section 759A.
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Pub L. No. 115-254 (2018).
A covered agency is any Executive department, as defined in section 101, Title 5 of the United States Code, that
collects, produces, acquires, maintains, distributes, uses, or preserves geospatial data on paper or in electronic form
to fulfill its mission, either directly or through a relationship with another organization, such as a State or local
Government.

We plan to begin this audit immediately and will contact your audit liaison to
schedule an entrance conference. We will conduct our work at DOT and FAA
Headquarters in Washington, DC. If you have any questions, please contact me at
(202) 366-1407, or Kevin Dorsey, Program Director, at (202) 366-1518.
cc:

DOT Audit Liaison, M-1
FAA Audit Liaison, AAE-100
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